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Otter lovel
of August 2006 'Jin' the female otter

Whole In*l;rr
On the 15
arrived in Christchurch to take up her new home at
Willowbank. Jin had made a name for herself by
enjoying the free life in Auckland's harbour for
over 3 weeks.
The day after her arrival at Willowbank she was
found asleep on the floor next to the slide door
connecting the two dens where her new mate to be
was awaiting her, The decision was made to do an
immediate introduction due fo the signs shown,
Within half an hour of being introduced to each
other Jin & Jala were asleep in the same box and
were too shy to be seen for the rest of the dayl
Four months on they are enjoying being a happi
married couple and living the quiet life in their
purpose built breeding enclosure. Jin is once again
ining confidence, as she settles in and becomes
more comfortable - hopefully the result will be the

pitter-patter of little paws! Lance Dot

Bill our ex-deer culler

- entertained 'ﬁ:"mrs i:l’; the

re-opening wi rom
his ?mﬁ a cufﬁ:ﬁThis

was o much enjoyed event

by those that participated.

‘-.H

Stream Hut
The New Zealand Forest Service built Muddy
Hut as a wild animal control hut in 1965. Located
on the true left bank of Muddy Stream, in the 5t

Stream

James range, near Hanmer, it sat at an altitude of
823 m asl, and took about three hours to walk into,
crossing St James station on the way.

The main users of the bivvy were remoteness
seekers - trampers and hunters.

In 2006 the hut was in danger of being destroyed
by a landslide so the decision was mmr}g to remove
and preserve it. DOC donated the hut o Willowbank
Wildlife Reserve, where it was rebuilt and restored
in a new home inside the deer paddock. The hut was
officially re-opened during Conservation Week,

August 2006, Thariks to Department of Congervotion

Operation Nest Egg
This breeding season has
been very successful with
our participation in Operation
MNest Egg.
We have hatched 11 Okarito
Rowi) kiwi eggs and raised
chicks brougnt in from the
forest by Department of
Conservation staff. The last
Okarite has arrived for
incubation, bringing our total
& to 15 new kiwi Tor this
critically endangered species.

On top of this we have
incubated two Hoast Tokoeka
. these chicks have gone
to their nursery island in
Lake Te Anau.
Willowbank parkstaff
Jeremy, Ami and Matt have
all participated with DoC
staff in egg collection from
the Okarito Forest with

An Carito chick travelling 1o
tuara [sland - the nursery
Iz for this species,

some having a rougher trek
through the untracked
An Okarita kiwi returning 10 1vs WildErness than otherst
Phetes courtesy of Del

Chairman's report

The 2006 year was a satisfactory breedi
year for nlrrrxt all spe.::swﬂu'r the Tn:sTi has bt.cn:?me.
involved with. From the Kiwi perspective it was the
most successful breeding seascn ever, with success
with Haast, Okarite and North Island Brown, and
we expect to be able to add Great Spotted Kiwi to
the breeding list next season. The public viewing
facilities for Kiwi are appreaching completion along
with a new brooding room.

DeC are completing a taxa plan for Great Spotted
Kiwi and when completed the anticipated breeding
program will commence. Planning for the ion
of facilities inte the Craigieburn Forest Park are
advancing well and we exfec# to be operational in
that for the next breeding season, Trapping
aimed af controlling predators will commence in
February with the deployment of several hundred

traps.

The Trust AGM in December was well supported
with confirmation of future direction following a
record year for gaining financial support.

Finally, on behalf of all Trustees I would like to
thank all the contributing trusts and organisations,
staff and volunteers whose dedication and hard
work has been r‘efg:g:;ed;p b_1L*I'_11: mﬂf r;mrda% in
our u i which is available by emaili

- mnsmr?n:?ﬂrmr@wilfwbmkmnz L
and by visiting our website.

Dick Moore



Saxon Arrives

We have received
Saxon our male
Great 5 tted Kiwi
from e Marth
Islun We. are
leased to report
hat Saxon and our
resident female
Mohua have bonded
and we wuuid ho

that they wi ur:e: uff ﬁl'g in Thg I'IE'.III" future.
As they are The. onl 1 ng pair of Great Spots
in ‘-'Zﬂf‘“‘"'*‘." we are able to Ieur'n from them, and

Increase our ﬂﬂpﬂtlff in the conservation
Effﬂl"’TE or this species

EL

Farest Gecks Jewelled Gecka

New Reptile Arrivals
On Saturday October 26th Rata flew to Hamilton
on her wa’l'(un attend the Herpetologist's Swap
Day at Tekuiti..,
T was met at Hamilton by Lesley Bazeley to spend
two nights at her and Malcolm's place, where T
sr:mr lwe. kind of skink and gecka I could possibly
t was there, seeing their displays and
he.crmg their enthusiasm, that I became completely
hn-nnlée on smﬂEI:annd ge::llms_ . "
Su was t etologist's s where
b § wnsﬂrntmduced mhe r-e?:-ﬂra cuw—aﬂrpdr:g'rnr at
Willowbank Wildlife Reserve and joined, with great
interest, the Herpetologist society me.mbe.rs to
see what surplus creatures they hnd brought along
to swap or even, to give away to new members like
me.
One reason for my attendance was to bring back
ta W’;Fg::_}hang twao gewelled gﬁkc&s { Adertaft
and two Forest geckos s
fmmufafml I was succe.-?sful in getting these
iful crmtuhres back to Willowbank. Af'l;arm
participating in t lss'.-.-np I am now a t
uddmrggf Herpetologi m’ what heﬂer- addiction
cuuid there I:e.l'a'
welcome other interested people to
view our reptile collection. Hatn Vivienne

».r|5|r

Buff Weka Hatches

We have had our first
Buff Weka chick hatch at
Willewbank. This chick is
the first in our breeding
E}mgfmﬂ to arrive.

e are still worki
towards our goal o
rehabilitating these birds
back into their original
habitat of the East Coast
of the South Island

Joey Fostering

Frauke, Ami, Anna
and Eva (all wardens
at the reserve) are
involved in fostering
three new female
*aq.-'s This involves
he joeys bei
c::wuer:l arou m

hrmd faz'ff'“ and

ight fe Our web si're..'f; on-line now
is is a very hands Through this site there is an

on process and will opportunity for memberships

continue until the to be completed on-line as

Eﬁmrum Akle well as giving donations or

themselves, They ~Sponsorships

. ; k it out at
:r.m Jrhen ?m ‘I‘sh‘l?'n www nzconservationtrust org nz

Let vour overseas friends
L’E ﬂf&hg; ﬁi‘;ﬂk and family know about our

companions our two - they may want to join

nr‘ sponsor an animal or
parent reared joeys. project,

MNew kiwi viewing facility

Construction has been
continuing on our new Kiwi
breeding viewing facility. A
dedicated team of volunteers
along with a number of
organizations and individuals
have given time, energy and
Ergmwm'ds ‘this exciting

ls facility will be completed
shortly m'g will allew the
Euhlrc access to the behind-
he-scenes activities of this
conservation program.
Visitors are able o view the
incubation and brooder room
shown to the left).
is is the only facility like
this in the South Island and
it will play a valuable role in
raising public awareness of
kiwi conservation.

Ami in The incubation room

Jeremy and Shaun
from Willowbank
diving with the fish
and eels to clean the
trout viewing
windows. This exercise
wns gr'mi'l:r' enjoyed
K ience of
ildren who were
somewhat awed they

were in with the eels!
&0 Hu Rood, Harewood, Christehureh 5.
Ph: 03 359 6226 Fax: 03 3596212
E-mail: conservationtrust®willowbank co.nz
www NFconservatiantrust. oFg-hE
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